
From: Johnson, Joanne
Subject: Facilities Operations Update - Week of August 17th to August 23rd
Date: Thursday, August 21, 2014 1:41:48 PM
Attachments: Update on Cortex Commons and Streetscape Construction.pdf

image004.png

FACILITIES OPERATIONS UPDATE     
(Week of August 17th – August 23rd, 2014)
 
(Important WUSM coordinative communication.  Please share by email.)

 
To:          Key Stakeholders
CC:         Facilities Management
 
This week’s topics include:
 

Update on Cortex Commons and Streetscape Construction
Sachs Communications Street Work
Barnes & Noble Bookstore and Cafe

Update on Cortex Commons and Streetscape Construction

From:  Karin Hagaman, Director of Project Development, Cortex Innovation Community
 
Please see attached PDF file.

Sachs Communications Street Work

From:  Debbie Zoellner, BJC Information Services
 
Please be aware that between Monday, August 18 and Friday, October 10, 2014, during the hours of 07:00
 through 16:00, Sachs Communications will be conducting maintenance operations on the academic campus,
 servicing various manholes that provide access to the TFC underground conduit system. This maintenance will
 be intermittent on various streets throughout the academic campus during this time frame, and may involve
 minor disruption to traffic flow. Work is anticipated to be less than 4 hours per manhole.
 
There is no anticipation of street closures and traffic control and routing will be provided by Sachs personnel.
 As you approach the work site(s), you should see the Sachs work van in the street protecting the manhole in
 which work is being performed. You will be directed around the worksite by traffic control devices and
 workmen on the job. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Tony Noto at 314-362-3432 or Tim Rand at 314-362-0040.
 

 Barnes and Noble Bookstore and Cafe

From:  Virginia Murphy, Store Manager
 
The Barnes & Noble Bookstore and Cafe will be CLOSED on Saturday, August 30th and Monday, September 1st
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Update on Cortex Commons and Streetscape Construction 
August 15, 2014 


As those of you in the Cortex district know – and especially those of you working in the @4240 
building – it’s a mess out there right now. Sections of Duncan and Boyle have been closed for 
periods of time, and employees and shuttles have had to figure out day-to-day how to get 
where they need to go. The beautiful park space that we promised you (pictured below) isn’t 
visible yet in the dusty construction parking lot that you see today. You’ve been living in a 
construction zone for a long time. 


We know that you’ve been receiving regular updates from our construction team and your 
building management, but Cortex has been remiss in not directly contacting you with our 
sincere apologies for the conditions you’ve been dealing with for longer than expected. 


We’re sorry. We want to tell you a little bit about why it’s taken so long and what you can 
expect going forward. 


Venue 


Terrace 


Cortex Commons 
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The explanation for the delays lies under 
the streets. Although you’d never guess it 
from above, Duncan has been a utility 
highway for more than a century. It is 
packed with old and new sewer pipes, 
conduits, gas lines, fiber optic cables – 
you name it. During the recent 
installation of fiber to the @4240 
building, the construction team crossed 
70 different utilities with at least 20 
different services! To give you an idea of 
the complexity, here’s a detail from a 
drawing showing the known utilities in 
the Duncan/Boyle intersection.  


Now, our project is adding a new, five- to six-foot diameter storm water sewer to the mix, 
which will keep rainwater out of the water treatment plants (as required by MSD). This big, new 
pipe has to go underneath and around all the rest, while maintaining the flow of water in the 
right direction. Once the sewer is done, we’re taking the overhead wires off the poles and will 
bury all that, too. 


To add to the challenge, no one kept good records of where all of the utilities were located as 
they were built over the decades, so until the road is opened up you can only guess where the 
new pipe will fit. We’ve had to plan, revise, and work with MSD to approve multiple changes to 
the storm sewer design since this work started last March. Fortunately, we’ve now planned and 
verified the storm sewer through the end of the run for the Cortex streetscape project, and are 
getting closer to when we can close up the streets around @4240.  


At that point, the storm sewer construction will continue up Duncan to the west under BJC’s 
management. We’ll continue to experience major traffic impacts in the district from this work, 
and we’re working hard with BJC to make sure everything is coordinated and communicated 
with you. 


So, enough about the sewer. Why haven’t we seen more work to finish the park itself while this 
sewer work is going on? Well, we’re including extensive storm water systems in the park and 
the sidewalks, too – rain gardens, pipes below the sidewalk to slow down and filter rainwater, 
etc. – and we can’t build them until the water has somewhere to go: namely, into that same 
storm sewer. The good news is that this critical infrastructure piece is nearly in place; there’s 
still some tricky work to put connections across Duncan from the park to the new sewer, but 
that will be done in the coming weeks. Then, finally, work in the part of the Commons that we 
call the “Venue” (the front yard for @4240 and the entire Cortex district) will ramp up in 
earnest. 
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We hope that you’ve noticed and like the new sidewalks and pavers along Duncan, and that 
you’re watching the progress of the “Terrace” area of the Commons, on the south end of the 
park next to the BJC @the Commons building. The Terrace will be substantially finished by the 
end of September. New streetlights will be installed along Duncan and Boyle shortly, and the 
Venue is going to start taking shape before your eyes soon.  


I’ll follow up with a more detailed update in a few weeks, and will give you more details on 
when work will be finished at that time. In the meantime, please feel free to e-mail me at 
khagaman@cortexstl.com with questions or concerns. 


Once again – we apologize for the inconvenience, and thank you for your patience. Thank you 
for being part of the Cortex Innovation Community! 


Sincerely, 


Karin Hagaman 
Director of Project Development 


 


Some snapshots of the sewer work under Duncan near @4240: 
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 for the observance of the Labor Day Holiday.

 

Joanne Johnson
___________________________
Joanne Johnson 
Staff Recognition and Community Outreach Program Coordinator
Facilities Management Department
660 South Euclid Avenue  | Campus Box 8010  | St. Louis, MO 63110
(: 314.362.2534  |  7: 314.362.9952  | *:  johnsonjo@wusm.wustl.edu
 

 
We Value Your Feedback. Please contact us at FMDServiceFeedback@wusm.wustl.edu
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