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FACILITIES OPERATIONS UPDATE     
(Week of March 29th to April 4th, 2015 )
 
(Important WUSM coordinative communication.  Please share by email.)

 
To:          Key Stakeholders
CC:         Facilities Management
 
This week’s topics include:
 

Construction at the Taylor Avenue Building – Temporary Parking Lot Closure
Hope Plaza Reflecting Pool Cleaning
Safety Topic of the Month – April

Construction at Taylor Avenue Building –
 Temporary Parking Lot Closure
From:  Nick Dochwat, Senior Engineering Project Manager 
 

Starting on Monday, April 6th, we will begin tuck-pointing and caulking the Taylor Avenue Building (TAB). The
 workers will begin on the east side of the building, which will require the parking spaces in the Busch Lot to be
 temporarily closed while the work progresses around to the north side of the building along the MetroLink
 tracks.
 

The work along the MetroLink tracks is scheduled to begin around Monday, April 13th and the sidewalk along
 the north side of the building will be closed to pedestrian traffic while we work on this particular side of the
 building. As we advance around the building, we will provide an update of dates and times for the other areas
 that will need to be closed to allow the work to continue.
 

Simultaneously, starting on Monday, April 6th, we will begin to construct a parking area on the east side of TAB
 to help support new patient/visitor parking for Washington University School of Medicine Clinic Programs in
 TAB. We are anticipating this activity to last approximately two weeks.
 
As with any outdoor construction project, the dates may change due to weather conditions. If you have any
 questions or concerns, please direct them to Nick Dochwat at 747-2906 or the Facilities Integrated Service
 Center at 362-3100.

Hope Plaza Reflecting Pool Cleaning
From:  Steve Smith, Manager of General Services
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Severe Weather Safety Tips 


All information taken from noaa.gov and redcross.org 


 


 


Preparation Before Severe Weather Strikes: 


1. Develop a disaster plan for you and your family at home, work, school, and when outdoors.  


2. Identify a safe place to take shelter. Know the county/parish in which you live or visit and in what part of that county you 


are located. 


3. Be aware of watches and warnings by consulting your local news media, the internet, or an NOAA Weather Radio.  


4. Check the weather forecast before leaving for extended periods outdoors. Watch for signs of approaching storms. 


5. If severe weather threatens, check on people who are elderly, very young, or physically or mentally disabled. Don’t forget 


about pets and farm animals. 


6. Keep the following on hand: battery-operated flashlight, extra batteries, a first aid kit, a list of  important personal 


information and phone numbers, extra water and nonperishable food, blankets, and personal hygiene items. 


 


Tornado Safety Tips: 


Spring can be the peak season for tornado activity. Tornadoes occur mostly on warm spring days between 3:00 and 9:00 p.m. 


However, tornadoes can occur anywhere, at any time of the year, at any time of the day. 


 


Tornado Watch - Tornadoes are possible in and near the watch area. Review and discuss your emergency plans, and check 


supplies and your safe room. Be ready to act quickly if a warning is issued or if you suspect a tornado is approaching. Acting 


early helps to save lives! 


Tornado Warning - A tornado has been sighted or indicated by weather radar. Tornado warnings indicate imminent danger to 


life and property. Go immediately underground to a basement, storm cellar or an interior room (closet, hallway or bathroom). 


 


1. Know the tornado danger signs – dark, often greenish clouds, a wall cloud, cloud of debris, large hail, a funnel cloud or a 


roaring noise.  Remember – the tornado can occur before there is a visible funnel cloud. A tornado is nothing more than a 


violently rotating column of air extending from the ground to the cloud base. You may not be able to see the tornado (can’t 


see the rotating air) until enough debris and dirt get swept into the vortex, and/or the visible funnel cloud develops all the 


way to the ground. 


2. Seek shelter in a sturdy building, a pre-designated shelter, the lowest level possible in a building, or an interior room such 


as a hallway, closet or bathroom.  Avoid glass-enclosed spaces and windows. Cover yourself to protect your body from 


flying debris. 


3. Leave vehicles and mobile homes.   If caught outside, lie down flat on the ground and cover your head with your hands.   


a. Do seek shelter in a ditch. Remember, in tornado situations debris likes to settle in roadside ditches or other low 


spots. If heavy rains are falling in the area, ditches and low spots may quickly flood.  


b. Do not seek shelter under a highway overpass. Winds blow stronger under the overpass due to the wind-tunnel 


effect.  


Severe Thunderstorms and Lightning: 


Thunderstorms are most likely to happen in the spring and summer, during the afternoon and evening. However, like 


tornadoes, they can happen anywhere, at any hour of the day. Every thunderstorm produces lightning, which kills more people 


every year than tornadoes or hurricanes. 


 


Severe Thunderstorm Watch - Severe thunderstorms are possible in and near the watch area. Stay informed and be ready to 


act if a severe thunderstorm warning is issued. 


Severe Thunderstorm Warning - Severe weather has been reported by spotters or indicated by radar. Warnings indicate 


imminent danger to life and property. 


 







 


 


 


 


 


 


1. Watch for storm signs like darkening skies, flashes of lightning or increasing winds.  


2. Don’t underestimate the power of strong thunderstorm winds known as straight-line winds. They can reach speeds of 


100 to 150 mph. Hurricane-force winds start at 74 mph. If a severe thunderstorm warning contains hurricane-force wind 


speeds seek shelter immediately (as you would for a tornado situation).  Be aware that tall trees near a building can be 


uprooted by straight-line winds and can come crashing through the roof of a home and crush a person to death. 


3. Postpone outdoor activities if thunderstorms are imminent. Lightning can travel 5-10 miles away from the thunderstorm 


and strike the ground with blue sky overhead.  


4. Take shelter in a substantial building or a vehicle with the windows closed. Shutter windows and close outside doors 


securely. Stay away from windows. 


5. If in your vehicle when lightning strikes, don’t touch a metal surface. You are safer in a vehicle than being outdoors. 


6. Avoid using the telephone, or other electrical appliances.  


7. Do not take a bath or shower, or stand near plumbing. 


8. If you feel your hair standing on end, get down into a baseball catcher’s position and plug your ears with your fingertips so 


if lightning does hit it will not blow your ear drums out. Do not lie flat.  


 


Flash Flood/Flood Safety Tips: 


Flash Floods develop quickly.  They can occur anywhere, along rivers or creeks, in low water crossings or in a dry stream bed. 


They can occur during any month and at any time during the day. In fact, flash floods often occur at night when it is difficult to 


find an escape route.  Flash floods can be deceptive. Flood waters are likely deeper and moving faster than you think. 


 


1. Nearly half of all fatalities in flash floods involve a person driving a vehicle. Do not drive into a flooded area. If you are 


caught on a flooded road and waters are rising rapidly around you, get out of the car quickly and move to higher ground. 


It takes only 2 feet of water to float away most cars. 


2. If you come upon a flowing stream where water is above your ankles, turn around and go another way. Six inches of 


swiftly moving water can sweep you off of your feet. 


3. If you are camping in a river valley, move to higher ground if thunderstorms with heavy rains are in the area. Do not 


attempt to drive away. 


4. Don’t operate electrical tools in flooded areas. 


5. Keep children out of the water. They are curious and often lack judgment about running or contaminated water. 


Large Hail:  


Commonly associated with tornadoes and severe thunderstorms, hailstorms can rain balls of ice the size of baseballs or larger.  


These large hail stones can fall at speeds over 100 mph.  Although it is rare, people have been killed by large hail stones after 


sustaining head injuries.  


1. If a severe storm is producing large hail stones, seek a sturdy shelter and stay away from windows that can easily be 


smashed. 


2. If you are outdoors during a hailstorm and have no shelter to seek, lie flat with your hands protecting your head. 


3. If you are in your vehicle before the hail storm starts, get out of it and go to a sturdy shelter. Glass windows 


in vehicles can easily be smashed by the hail stones. If you can’t get out of your vehicle, then come to a stop and pull off to 


the side of the road, away from trees or other areas where debris could fall, and stay undercover until the storm has passed. 


If possible, drive to a nearby parking garage or other sturdy, covered structure. If you must remain in the car, protect your 


head with your arms and hands. 


 


  







 

Starting Monday, April 13th, the project to clean the Reflecting Pool at Hope Plaza will begin. This project will
 consist of draining the pool, removing the lily pads, cleaning the pool and then replacing the water and lily

 pads. The project should be completed by Friday, April 17th.

Safety Topic of the Month – April
From:  Environmental Health & Safety
 
See attached for the Safety Topic of the Month for April.

 
Michelle Gubin
Communication & Facilities Administration Manager
Phone: 314-362-0214
Email: gubinm@wusm.wustl.edu
 

 
Our Core Values:  PRIDE in Service, Do the Right Thing

    Professionalism Respect Integrity Dedication Excellence
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