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1. General Description
a. The following is a general set of design standards and guidelines and intended to be used as a checklist for new landscapes, evaluating proposed designs, renovating current landscapes and reviewing how existing landscapes are performing.
b. The guidelines are organized by the following categories:
· Safety
· Social
· Aesthetics
· Sustainability
· Establishment
· Maintenance
· Construction

2. Safety 
a. Promote a safe, welcoming campus for patients, students, employees, pedestrians and visitors by:
· Selecting plant material that allows for lines of sight and surveillance of all spaces.
1. Planting beds containing shrubs, grasses and perennials should be 3 - 4’ in height.
2. Larger shrubs and small trees should have an open structure to allow for visibility.
3. Mature canopy and shade trees should have lower limbs starting at approx. 9’.
· Using open fencing to limit and guide circulation across busy streets, loading docks and delivery areas and parking lots.
· Installing accent lighting to help promote a safe environment.

3. Social
a. Design outdoor spaces that foster community by including the following:
· Areas for relaxation and reflection.
· Formal and informal gathering spaces.
· Outdoor lunch and meeting spaces.
· Sun and shade environments for different seasons.
· Interior and exterior courtyards.
· Tables, chairs, benches, sitting walls and turf areas for gathering.

4. Aesthetics 
a. Create a campus that allows for an impactful first impression for students and faculty, promotes health and learning and conveys the stature of a top medical institution and world-class healthcare facility by:
· Utilizing a plant palette that establishes a sense of continuity and reinforces the campus identity.
· Maintaining the appearance, health and vigor of plantings by utilizing high efficiency, weather integrated irrigation systems that are remotely controlled.
· Accenting high use areas as locations for social gathering.
· Recognizing outdoor spaces of differing character that require unique design for its purpose, level of use, image or environmental function.
· Strengthening campus continuity by using furnishings selected from the Campus Renewal Public Realm Manual.
· Using plantings to screen undesirable views.
· Use select plantings to highlight elements of campus such as entrances, planters, signage, artwork, gardens, and pedestrian circulation and to organize campus.
· Maintaining a well-organized plan for designing streetscapes and pedestrian corridors.
· Provide seasonal interest all year by:
1. Use of spring bulbs.
2. Use of ornamental flowering trees.
3. Adding annual bedding plants to planters for summer color.
4. Use of plants with good fall color and berry set.
5. Use of ornamental grass, evergreens, trees and shrubs with unique bark structure for winter.
6. Providing winter interest in campus planters.

5. Sustainability
a. Design and create landscapes that utilize the guidelines set forth by the Sustainable Operations Strategic Plan and will continue to be aesthetically pleasing, ecologically resilient and enduring to the ST. Louis region.  This would include:
· Creating biodiversity by utilizing native plants, native cultivars and regionally adaptive species that require fewer inputs.
· Limiting the amount of turf grass, thus reducing the amount of irrigation, irrigation maintenance, fertilizer and herbicide applied and mowing maintenance needed.
· Increasing the campus tree canopy to reduce heat islands and provide environmental benefits.
· Improve energy efficiency of buildings with trees by summer shading and solar gain in the winter.
· Creating on-site retention/detention basins to mitigate storm water runoff.
· Using locally manufactured and sourced materials when possible.
· Recycling/Composting organic material produced through landscape maintenance practices.
· -  Specifying recycled construction material when practical.
· Utilizing permeable paving where practical.
· Selecting light fixtures with cutoff luminaires.
· Providing bicycle and scooter parking that is convenient and adequate.

6. Establishment
a. Assure that plants establish successfully by:
· Specifying that installation be coordinated with the appropriate time of year to plant for best chance of successful establishment.
· Selecting plant material based on advice and expertise of local experts and the campus horticulturist/arborist/landscape manager.
· Providing adequate automated irrigation for establishment.

7. Maintenance
a. Design and create landscapes that require low maintenance by:
· Selecting plant material that is the appropriate size and shape at maturity to fit the space.  This will reduce the need for maintenance pruning.
· Installing appropriately selected plants in proper locations away from walks, turf edges, windows and buildings to minimize maintenance pruning.
· Selecting plant material that meets the design intent and helps to reinforce the campus continuity and identity.
· Designing plant beds, selecting plant material and positioning the plants to discourage pedestrian circulation through the landscape.
· Specifying maintenance requirements within the construction documents.
· Using automated irrigation system to minimize the cost of hand watering.

8. Construction
a. Lessen the impact of major construction by:
· Strategic placement of temporary plants for screening as well as noise and dust reduction.
· Providing construction fence for tree drip lines and other areas of limited entry.
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